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VENTAS main product is a large ERP
Solution

Developed with Informix 4GL
Kept on market with 4js

Going to the future with A4GL
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History of the new GUI and porting to A4GL

ERP solution under 1-4GL Testing the new 4js, A4GL and
others. Deciding what is best

1990 1996 2003 - 2006 2007 - 2009

Change to 4js Development of a new GUI
for A4GL, porting to A4GL
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Our goals on developing the GUI

s Modernity and perspective for the ERP solution in the next
years

s Keeping fast development through a 4GL language
s Reach independency from a supplier
s Take influence in the look & feel of our product
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The A4GL concept convinced us

2 4GL compatible with 1-4GL, SQL embeded for fast
development

+ C 4GL is translated to C and compiled. C++ is possible
s+ XML lean communication with the GUI

s C++ GUI as a Thin Client, programmed with C++/Qt and
provided by VENTAS

... solid and ready to meet future requirements
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s Excellent co-operation with Aubit and the other companies of
the 4GL-Alliance

s Offering the Source Code for free

s Open for growth - in colaboration with other developing
companies

s Enhancing the language through many tools and keeping the
project very active

... give and take" as a win win strategy
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Succesfull companies use a 4GL language!

» SAP's ERP solution uses ABAP
» Software AG uses Natural, as a main product
s Microsoft uses C/AL (Navision)

... 4GL's are actual, reliable and cost minimizing



better business software

. ﬂ VENTAS

Why do we choose this technology for doing
the GUI?

s C++/Qt support all important platforms (Windows, Mac OS and
Linux)

s Alot of well known software shows what Qt can do:
Skype, Google Earth, KDE for name only few

s Qtis open source and professional supported by Nokia
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s Forms are converted into XML files. Hiding fields or changing
their order can be done without programming

s We generate the main menu from the database as XML file
s The look & feel is based on CSS Style Sheets
s Changing Icons or the toolbar is only editing a file

s Being a Thin Client you can use the GUI also through the
Internet



better business software

ﬂ VEeNTAS
Optional tools:

Template based document and report
generation
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s C++ and C are known as be very fast at runtime

s The costs of porting to A4GL instead to go to Java or other 3GL
language is very much lower

s Low cost after porting, no licence fees. Fast ROI

s Our product is based on practical expieriences from 20 years
working with 4GL
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Where to find it
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s The A4GL-Site: aubit4gl.sourceforge.net
s The GUI-Site: www.ventas.de/opensource
s The site of the 4gl Alliance: www.4gl-alliance.com

Welcome!
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